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COURT NEWS

News from the Homer Pickleball Club
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Homer Pickleball Club was created to facilitate the growth of the sport to individuals of all ages and skill levels
in Homer and surrounding communities while encouraging sportsmanship, fellowship, fun and exercise.

2025 COSMIC HAMLET OPEN TOURNAMENT

Wrap-up
e 91 players registered from 8 states (11 of the 91 players were from outside Alaska
including Texas, Arkansas, California, Idaho, North Carolina, Utah, and Arizona.
e Alaska players came from Homer, Anchor Point, Ninilchik, Clam Gulch, Kenai, Sterling,
Soldotna, Anchorage, Cordova and Kodiak
e 43 women and 48 men played 202 matches
e The Tournament was a financial success for the Club in that it received 12 Gold Sponsors
and 7 Silver Sponsors
e Participants surveyed:
o enjoyed the social atmosphere of the Tournament which emphasized sportsmanship
and good play
o commented on the good competition at their skill level
o felt the Tournament was well run
o appreciated the Tournament beer glass, door prizes, and the food provided by Club
members
o welcomed the opportunity at social gatherings to meet & mix with other players

Sportsmanship Award

The Club believes sportsmanship is not just about playing the game by following the rules -
it’s also about fairness, respect, kindness, integrity, and being a generous player &
supportive partner. This year the attendees nominated, and the Tournament Committee
selected, one player each day (or two if there was a tie) who demonstrated the type of
character & integrity that inspires others. Congratulations to Tammy Weaver, Hannah Morris,
Jake Borst, and Suzanne Land who received this Award along with a $200 pre-paid gift card.

Additional tournament photos can be found on the Club’s website

Club contacts: www.homerpickleballclub.org or homerpickleballclub@gmail.com



UPDATE ON THE PROPOSED MULTIPURPOSE
COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTER

The Board continues to stay informed on the progress by the Homer City Council regarding
the proposed Multipurpose Community Recreation Center and the future of the HERC.

e Ordinance 25-46(A), which would have placed before voters a 0.3% sales tax increase to
fund the facility, failed at the most recent Council meeting. The draft ordinance lacked a
designated site, plan, and budget.

e The City Manager recently toured the new Soldotna Field House and plans to bring back
potential next steps to keep momentum moving on this Council priority.

e Resolution 25-049 authorized the City Manager to work with the Homer Foundation to
establish a non-endowed field-of-interest fund for the future center. The Foundation has
asked the City to clarify what the fund would support if the building is not constructed.
One option is to use the fund on community recreation programming and equipment.

e The project remains listed on the City’s 2026-2031 Capital Improvement Plan.

e While a new facility is still years away, the Board remains committed to continued
dialogue with the City Council and City Manager.

e The Club remains committed to designate a portion of the year-end funds to the project.

CLUB NEWS IN BRIEF
e Board members have been tasked with meeting the City Manager to explore ways the
Club might partner with the City to upgrade the HERC floor. Those conversations are
ongoing.
e The Club purchased another Dominator net for SPARC and donated all Franklin X-40
balls from the Labor Day tournament.
e Homer Pickleball Club T-shirts are in the works and will be available soon!

CLUB MEMBERSHIP

WHO WE ARE: a non-profit membership organization governed by a volunteer 7-member
Board of Directors whose mission to to grow pickleball in Homer and the surrounding
communities of the Southern Kenai Peninsula

WHAT WE DO: COMMUNICATE (website, social media, newsletter), ADVOCATE (providing
written and oral testimony to city leaders on all things pickleball), and SPONSOR (events,
clinics, leagues, and Tournaments)

WHY JOIN: The Club is supported by membership dues and proceeds from sponsored
events. It is not affiliated with either the HERC or the SPARC but rather works collaboratively
with both to provide opportunities to play. Members enjoy early registration and discounts
on Club-sponsored events and Club "swag”.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: The Board is recommending the Annual Membership Year be changed
from Jan 1-Dec 31 to July 1-June 30 to better coincide with the annual Labor Day Tournament. Dues
will remain the same - $35/individuals and $55/families. Memberships will be up for renewal June 30,
2026. Club members will vote on this proposed change at the 2025 Annual Membership meeting
(Date TBD).

Club contacts: www.homerpickleballclub.org or homerpickleballclub@gmail.com



AREA TOURNAMENTS & CLUBS

Tournaments are always a good way to challenge yourself by competitively playing with those
you don’t normally play with. Southcentral Alaska is rich with tournaments and Clubs. Some
of which are listed here.

Tournament Dates
e October 18 - Annual Moneyball Pickleball Tournament; O’Malley Sports Center, Anchorage;
Registration is open Now!; contact Marie Vanderbilt 907.205.0406
e October 25-26- 1°* Annual Monster Smash; Farthest North Pickleball, Fairbanks
* November 15 - Halloween Tournament
* November 28-30 - Grizzly Thanksgiving Tournament
¢ December 13 - Annual Christmas Tournament
e January 3 - Grizzly New Year, Mat-su
e February 20 - Fur Rondy Tournament; Anchorage Pickleball Club
e March 7 - Grizzly Classic, Mat-su
e March 21 - March Mayhem
* May 16/17 - Spring Thaw; Midnight Sun Pickleball

Clubs (can all be found on Facebook)
* Kenai River Pickleball Club (Kenai Peninsula)
e Midnight Sun Pickleball (Anchorage)
* Anchorage Pickleball Club (Anchorage)
e AK Northern Lights Pickleball Club (Anchorage)
e Aurora Pickleball Club (Anchorage)
e Mat-Su Pickleball Club (Palmer)
e Grizzly Pickleball Club (Mat-su Valley)
e Farthest North Pickleball Club (Fairbanks)
* Valdez Pickleball Club

Club contacts: www.homerpickleballclub.org or homerpickleballclub@gmail.com



